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Frankin Reappraisal 
 The town listers have asked the LCCA to 

please notify our property owners about the 

reappraisal that has begun in the Town of Franklin. 

The State of Vermont has ordered the town to 

perform a town wide reappraisal due to the fact the 

Townôs common level of appraisal (CLA) has fallen 

below the state standard of 80%.  

 The listers will inspect all properties in the 

Town of Franklin. They have begun by visiting the 

cottages and camps this summer; as residents are  

more likely to be available to allow entry into the 

property.  

 Listers and a contracted data collection 

person are visiting all properties at Lake Carmi. 

They began in mid-July. To perform a thorough 

inspection of the property they will need to enter the 

property. If you have questions or concerns about 

the process, please leave a message at the Town 

Clerks office, 285.2110. If you might have renters in 

the property, please notify them of your wishes 

concerning interior inspection.  
 

Presidentôs Message 
 The work has begun on evaluating Lake 

Carmi for possible professional weed control efforts 

in the future. The firm contracted to conduct the 

evaluation studies has carried out the first step of 

the studies by identifying all areas of the lake where 

weed control efforts may be needed. We have not 

yet received a report, but expect to have it in the 

near future. Already, we have received a $500 

donation from Robert & Ann Hutchins, of Lake 

Road, for the project. Thanks so much. 

The next step will be a comprehensive 

study, identifying the specific areas and the varieties 

of weeds in each. Of course they are really trying to 

identify areas needing help with the growing 

population of Eurasian Milfoil. This weed is an 

invasive species that has been spreading in recent 

years. A volunteer committee is headed up by Peter 

Benevento and Ruth Ann Krayeski.  

 

 The weed harvester has been seen for many years 

cutting weeds and hauling them away, clearing the lake for 

better boating and swimming. This year, at the request of the 

LCCA and the town select board, the State approved 

expansion of the harvest area under state rules. Kyle Lothian 

is shown here piloting the big orange weed monster.  

Treasurer Bob Baran reports excellent results 

on the 2010 membership drive.  Some 220 members 

have joined for 2010-11. Those who have not yet paid 

their annual dues will receive a letter in the next 

month, reminding them. Helen Dever has once again 

done a great job heading up the membership volun-

teers. I thank Helen and all her helpers: Terri Carmen, 

Ron Danyew, Olin Samson, Cynthia Forsyth, Anita 

Rogers, Patty McDermott, Carolyn Rhodes, Ruth Ann 

Krayesky, Faith & Jim Pivirotto, Bob Baran, Bryant 

Reynolds, Larry Myott, Marion & Pete Benevento, 

Lee Abernethy and Ray Hendrickson. They have 

added up a lot of hours in this important work for the 

association.  
 The next board meeting (August 13) will be a 
budget meeting; as we look forward to 2011-- our 50

th
 

anniversary celebration year. 
 

Dick Lan g   President 

 

 
 
 

 

The Old Bowling Alley 

Restaurant  
               Lake Carmi 

Open 7 days a week  

Homemade meals, Daily specials,  

Take out, 285.6200 

Great Views, Close to Camp 
 

Another LCCA Member Owned Business 



Summer Meeting Schedule 
 The last regular meeting of the LCCA, Inc. 

board of directors will be held on Friday, August 13 

at 7:00 p.m., at Helen Deverôs cottage, 105 Patton 

Shore Road.  

 Helen Dever reports the July 10 Franklin 

Yard Sale was a great success for the first time effort.  

Several LCCA folks brought items to donate to the 

sale raising a tidy sum of cash. Following the yard 

sale, was the annual meeting of the LCCA. It too, was 

a big success and well attended. As usual the food, 

from all parts of Lake Carmi was great. Helen Dever 

extends her thanks to all the volunteers of the day. It 

took many to make the yard sale a success and more 

to tear down the yard sale and set up for the annual 

meeting. She extends her thanks to volunteers who 

assisted: Carolyn Rhodes, Ruth Ann Krayesky, Hilda 

Hendrickson, Bob Rennie, Faith & Jim Pivirotto, Ray 

Hendrickson, Bob Lumnah and Terri Carman. 

 Peter Benevento gave an excellent report on 

the proposed weed control management project for 

the future. It was clear and concise and answered a lot 

of questions. 

 The 2011 annual meeting, celebrating the 

LCCA, Inc. 50
th
 anniversary will be held on Saturday, 

July 9 at the Abbey Restaurant in Sheldon. 
 

For Fun, Entertainment or Education 
 500 Card Parties at the FELCO room in the 

Franklin Homestead, every Saturday at 7:00 p.m. for a 

500 tournament. 

 Hello Dolly! August 19
th
 ï 21

st
  Enosburg 

Opera House. See www.enosburgoperahouse.org for 

details.   

 Quilting ï Would you like to spend a day 

learning and doing, ñAll about Quilting.ò Local 

quilter Sue Stanley will take you into her home on the 

Towle Neighborhood Road on August 25, 9 am ï 3 

pm. You will do a simple paper piecing project to 

learn the basics, the $25 fee includes all supplies and 

lunch. Call Sue with any questions or to register, 

933.4236. 

 Yard Sale, Vicôs Crossing Yard Sale, 

Saturday, September 4, multi-family. Some furniture 

and antiques, 9 am ï 1 pm.  

  

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For Sale or Rent  
 There are still some great weeks left for 

renting at Lake Carmi. September is a wonderful 

time with the foliage beginning and absolute 

quiet. Also, now is the time to reserve your 

vacation weeks for 2011. 

Cottage Cleaning Service at Lake Carmi. 

Preparing the camp for your arrival or cleaning in 

the summer months. Cleaning between renters. 

Natural cleaning products used, references avail-

able. Call Nicky Magnant 802.933.4096 or email: 

nmag58@gmail.com.  

 Cottage for Rent, at the end of Patton 

Shore Road, 2 bedrooms, large living space, full 

kitchen. Four adults, well behaved pets and house 

broken children are welcome. Available June thru 

August, rents start at $600/wk. Les/Josee at 

514.365.8348 or email: lesjot@videotron.ca. 

 Cottage for Rent: Gulf Oil Spill Special 

Rate----$550/wk. till Labor Day; after LD 

$400/week. Sleeps 5, screened porch, deck, dock, 

spring water, satellite. Deposit required. Pet fee. 

Inquire directly. Call Fran at 888-774-3485 or 

802-285-2077.  

Cottage for rent, a weekend or a week, 

our cozy comfortable cottage on Shore Road, 3 

bedrooms, full kitchen and bath. Views, sunsets, 

large deck. From $450 to 950. Call Gillian at 

802.985.9186 for photos and information. Email: 

gilliansenior@gmail.com.  

Cottage for Rent, 1950ôs era lakefront 

family camp on Westcott Shore. Sleeps six, two 

bdrm, plus beds on porch. Woodland setting. 

$500/week. Contact Kim Gates 802.285.9911 or 

email vera@franklinvt.net.  

Cottage for Rent, 2 bedroom. Includes 

row boat, paddle boat, grill, fully equipped 

kitchen.  $700/week plus security deposit.  

Contact lakecarmicamp@madriver.com or 802-

496-8196 for more info. 

Franklin Telephone Co ., Inc.  
Main Street - P.O. Box 96 

Franklin, VT 05457 
802.285.9911 

 

High Speed Internet, Local & Long Distance 

Service, Voicemail, Caller ID 
 

Serving Franklin since 1894 
Another LCCA Member Owned Business 

 

Youngõs Accounting, LLC 
A Profess ional Business with a Personal Touch  

Robert J. Young      Stephanie Machia 
  bob@youngsacct.com      Stephanie@youngsacct.com  
 

Accounting & Tax Preparation 
 

504 Main Street 

P.O. Box 334 

Enosburg Falls VT 05450                       802.933.4771 

http://www.enosburgoperahouse.org/
mailto:nmag58@gmail.com
mailto:lesjot@videotron.ca
mailto:gilliansenior@gmail.com
mailto:vera@franklinvt.net
mailto:bob@youngsacct.com
mailto:Stephanie@youngsacct.com


Cottage for Rent, right on the lake, Patton 

Shore Road, 2 story, sleeps nine, 2 full bedrooms, 

2 bath. Second story loft, fully furnished. Call 

802.8797517,  www.cyberrentals.com/rental/p129401. 

Cottage for Rent, Hammond Shore, call 

Dan Larivee at 802.285.6737. 

Cottage for Rent, Patton Shore, call 

Kevin Lothian at 802.285.6568. 

 Cottage for Rent, Available June & July. 

Three bedrooms, sleeps six. Dock, rowboat, 

canoe. Westcott Shore. $400 per week. Call Jan 

Cushman, 925.253.1958. 

 Dock Removal & Installation services. 

Site visit and free quotes, by appointment. Out in 

September, back in May, 2011. Call Bob Mong-

eur evenings at 802.496.8196, email: 

lakecarmicamp@gmavt.net. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Special Event for Franklin Area 
 On Saturday, August 7 there is a special 

program at the Town Hall and Memorial Park in 

Franklin. Itôs a 100
th

 anniversary rededication of the 

Civil War Memorial. The Memorial was purchased 

by Civil War veteran and local entrepreneur Carmi 

Marsh. He was a very success-ful businessman and 

farmer in this area and wanted his cohorts in the 

war to be remembered. 

 For Lake Carmi people, we should remem-

ber Carmi Marsh as the name sake of Lake Carmi. 

The Vermont Legislature, by decree, changed the 

name of Franklin Pond to Lake Carmi in his honor 

in 1910, enhancing the importance of the dedication 

of the monument.  

 Ceremonies will begin in Memorial Park at 

6 pm, followed by a presentation by Howard 

Coffin, Vermont writer and expert on Vermontôs 

involvement in the Civil War, at 7:00 pm. This 

program is co-sponsored by the Franklin Historical 

Society and the Haston Library with assistance 

from the Vermont Council on the Humanities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

2010-2011 Officers and Board Elected 
 At the July 10 annual meeting of the LCCA, 

Inc. new directors were elected to the board.  Al 

Perry, Dick Davis and Terri Carman retired from 

directors positions. They were replaced by Bob 

Lumnah (2013), Anita Rogers, Guy Breault(2012) 

and Dwight Tatro(2011). Peter Benevento and 

Lee Abernethy were re-elected to three year 

terms. We welcome all the new directors and look 

forward to their participation on the board. The 

fourth new director filled a vacant position. 

 Officers were elected for one year terms: 

Richard Lang, President; Helen Dever, V.P.; 

Secretary, Ruth Ann Krayesky; Treasurer, Bob 

Baran; and Corresponding Secretary (Newsletter 

Editor) Larry Myott. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pro gressive Auto Sales  
Route 7, St. Albans 

(across from Warnerôs Snack Bar) 

 
802.524.3040 or Toll free 866.675.0100 

 

Largest pre-owned dealership in  

Franklin County! 

Imports and Domestics 

www.progressiveautosalesvt.com 
Another LCCA Member Owned Business 

One Federal  
Restaurant & Lounge  

Corner of Lake & Federal Streets  
St. Albans  

(Formerly The Old Foundry)  
Open 7 Days  

Lunch & Dinner, 1 1 am ð 10 pm  
802.524.0330  

 

Newly renovated and owned by Chef Marcus  
and Erika Hamblett. 

Howmars Farm  
Certified Organic Family Farm 
348 Beaver Meadow Road, Franklin 

802.285.2272 

Organic Beef ï steaks, roasts, ground beef, 

patties, special requests 

Organic poultry, eggs,  

and Jersey milk 
Our own Maple Syrup 

Karen & Jonathan Gates 
Email: howmars@franklinvt.net 

The Flying Disc  
Espresso, smoothies, scoop ice cream, fresh 

roasted coffee. 
We buy, sell, trade video games and accessories. 

Vinyl LPôs, CDôs, Free WiFi 
 

342 Main Street, Enosburg Falls 
933.2994 

Email: theflyingdisc3000@yahoo.com  

http://www.cyberrentals.com/rental/p129401
mailto:lakecarmicamp@gmavt.net
http://www.progressiveautosalesvt.com/
mailto:howmars@franklinvt.net
mailto:theflyingdisc3000@yahoo.com


 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

In Memory of Donald Mina 
 Donald passed away from complications 

of a stroke that occurred in March, on June 28. He 

was 65 years old. He had lived for many summers 

at 125 Dewing Road. His funeral was on July 10 

in Enosburg Falls and he was buried at St. John 

the Baptist Catholic Cemetery in Enosburg.  

Private condolences can be sent to the family 

online through www.spearsfuneralhome.com . 

 

Lighted Boat Parade for August 
 Organizer Helen Dever says, ñWhat a 

spectacular event.ò The first boat parade (in July) 

was great for those on the Patton Shore, but due 

to high winds on the east side, the remainder of 

the tour had to be cancelled. 

 So mark your calendar for Boat Parade II, 

to be held on the evening of August 14. Boats are 

to line up at the south end of the Hammond Shore 

Road area (Burleson, Larivee and Myott area) to 

be prepared for parade at 8:00 pm.    

 Those who canôt parade will have great fun 

cheering on the participants. You donôt have to 

have fancy colored lights. Some in the July parade 

had flashlights and had great fun too.  

 If you do wish to decorate with those 12 

volt lights that look so good on boats, they are 

available on line at several websites. They are 

available on several websites, be prepared: 

www.amazon.com, www.boatrope-lights.com, 

www.sailorsam.com, www.kelloggmarine.com, and  

www.hero-ledstore.com. Of course you can be 

innovative and come up with your own system of 

decorations/lights. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

Late July at the Lake 
A program sponsored by the Franklin Watershed 

Committee with lots of volunteer help, was a 

demonstration building rain gardens on Camp 

Road . 

Carolyn 

Rhodes is 

shown 

here con-

tinuing the 

work on 

her garden 

that will 

take water 

from road runoff, allowing it to soak into the gar-

den and lawn areas. This garden and a similar gar-

den at Vito Leuciôs were built by volunteers on a 

Saturday. Bert Maynard assisted with the back 

hoe. To learn how to make a rain garden to help 

control runoff, contact Franklin Watershed 

Committee, Heidi Britch-Valenta, 285.2054. 

Vtrans in-

stalled new 

culverts on 

Route 120 at 

the north 

beach area the 

last week of 

July.  

 The town crew has kept the lake roads in 

excellent condition this summer with regular road 

grading. The lack of downpours has helped too. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Park Side Grill  
Main Street, Enosburg Falls 

 
Good Food, Good Portions  

and Fair Prices  
Monday-Thursday, 11 a.m. ï 8 p.m. 

Friday & Saturday, 11 a.m. ï 9 p.m. 

Sunday, 11 a.m. ï 7 p.m. 
 

Another Lake Carmi Camp Owner Business 

 

E. B. Feeley Water Wells  

802.933.2810 or 800.708.6614 

Dwayne Feeley  

4557 Lake Road, Franklin, VT 

Well Drilling, Pump Sales and Service 

Family Well Drilling since 1880 
Another LCCA Member Owned Business 

 

The Crossing  
14 Province Street, Richford 

802.848.3393, 1800.331.3694 

Full Serve Restaurant, Pub, Banquet Facility  

& Lodging 

The home of Senior (60 and over) specials,  

Monday thru Friday, 11:30 ï 4:00, $4.00. 
Another Lake Carmi Member Owned Business 

 

If you attended the Annual Meeting at the 

Town Hall and are missing some silver ware, 

Helen Dever probably has them. 1 bread knife, 

1 cake server and one place setting. Call Helen 

at 285.6652 

http://www.spearsfuneralhome.com/
http://www.amazon.com/
http://www.boatrope-lights.com/
http://www.sailorsam.com/
http://www.kelloggmarine.com/
http://www.hero-ledstore.com/


The Lake Carmi Dam 
The Lake Carmi Dam was rebuilt on the site of 

the old 

mill that 

once 

sawed 

lumber at 

the north 

end of the 

mill pond.  

Funded by 

state and 

federal monies to enhance recreational oppor-

tunities at Lake Carmi, it was built in 1970. This 

plaque commemorates the construction.  

 Ever since it was build the dam has been 

under the control of the Vermont Agency of 

Natural Resources. Several volunteers have been 

designated over the years to maintain the water at 

certain levels. Since 2005 Arnold Byam, of 

Byamôs Quick Stop fame in East Franklin, has 

been the dam caretaker. This unpaid position is 

appointed by the state to carry out the law of 

maintaining the lake level at 435 feet from the 

end of March until early September. This is done 

by placing planking stops in the dam in the spring 

and removing them in the fall, to a level of 434.5 

feet. Byam is the only person authorized to adjust 

the lake level and he does it by State instruction.  

 Any questions, call the Vermont Agency 

of Natural Resources at 802.241.3454. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Cottage & Garden Tour 2011 

 After two very successful cottage and 

garden tours in recent history, the LCCA, Inc. will 

again produce a tour to show off the homes/-

cottages and gardens at Lake Carmi. Of course 

volunteers are needed to participate by showing 

their beautiful places at the lake. Several volun-

teered for this year, but circumstances didnôt 

allow it to happen.  

 Cottages are needed, sometimes they are 

just unique, others may be quite the comfort zone. 

It could be the architecture, the flower beds, the 

interior design, or something else. Owners that 

have been contacted in the past will be contacted 

again, now is the time to make plans for July 

2011. 

 An informal start up committee has begun 

the planning, call Hilda Hendrickson at 285.6855, 

Helen Dever at 285.6652 or Larry Myott at 

285.6718 to discuss what is expected and how 

you could help present Lake Carmi to a lot of 

visitors, who might just become your neighbors. 

Committee members are needed too, wouldnôt 

you like to help? 
 

July 4
th

 Fireworks a Huge Success 
 With expenses of nearly $6,000 the ñnowò 

Lake Carmi annual fireworks on July 3
rd

 is one of 

the more popular events in Franklin County. The 

event literally attracts 

thousands of spectators 

from a wide area, including 

Quebec. The numerous 

sponsors pay most of the 

tab, with many of them 

contributing $300 or more 

to the fund. Two sponsors 

were inadvertently 

left off the sponsor 

list in the July 

issue, thank you 

Gillian Senior and 

Byamôs Quick 

Stop.  

 The finale 

alone had 282 shots 

in it, creating lots of 

cheers.  

 When you pay your dues next year youôll 

be able to make a contribution toward the fire-

works show. When LCCA, Inc. planned the first 

fireworks presentation, four years ago, we didnôt 

expect to bring the whole community and indeed 

the whole area together for this event. It has been 

a real joining force for Lake Carmi, Franklin and 

the entire area. Remember July 3, 2011.

Pine Cone Snack Bar 
Route 105 ï East Berkshire 

802.933.6630 

Open 7 days, 8 am ï 9 pm 

Breakfast from 8 to 11 am 
Fresh Scallops, Clams & Haddock, Fri, Sat, Sun 

Miniature Golf, Llamas 

10% off over 60 discount, 3 ï 5 pm daily 
Another Lake Carmi Member Business 



Lake Carmi 

Calendar for 2011  

 

 The new Lake Carmi Photo Calendar 

is on the market, it is available locally at 

several different locations, including the 

Franklin General Store, The Franklin 

Telephone Company and Precious Things in 

Enosburg Falls. Itôs also on the LCCA, Inc. 

website (www.lakecarmi.org) by mail order.  

 It will be the best Christmas present 

ever for those with wonderful memories of 

Lake Carmi, past or present. There are 13 full 

color photos by local artists Carol Lyman, 

Larry Myott and Molly Corrow. Each 

monthôs photo represents a scene from Lake 

Carmi to go with the month, from  cold 

frozen January to the warm recreation 

months, to a desolate December. There are 

descriptions of each and little verses about 

Lake Carmi. Also included is a full page of 

Lake Carmi facts and history. 

 This calendar is guaranteed to make 

folks homesick for our lake, even if they have  

never been here. We believe that this calen-

dar is equal to the quality of the most famous 

Vermont calendars. All the memories 

brought forward remind you of home at the 

lake.  

 Youôll have the phases of the moon, the holidays, and much more. At the same time youôll be helping 

out the Lake Carmi Campers Association, Inc. You can do your Christmas shopping right here, order as many as 

you like, but we only have 500, so order early. You can send in the form below to order yours, by mail. The 

price is the same as in the local stores, $10.00, but shipping and handling is $2.00 for one calendar, $3.00 for 

two. If you donôt want to cut the order blank out of this collectorôs edition newsletter, simply copy the page or 

go to www.lakecarmi.org and link to this page. You can print it and then mail it in.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

Enclosed is $__________ for _____ Lake Carmi 2011 Calendars. Please include $2.00 for shipping and 

handling for one calendar, $3.00 for two calendars. For more than 2 calendars, email the address below for 

shipping and handling price information. Make checks payable to LCCA, Inc. and mail to: 

Larry Myott, P.O. Box 6, Franklin, VT 05457 

 

Please mail my calendars to:  Name ____________________________           Please Print Carefully 

                                              Address___________________________ 

                                                           ___________________________ 

 

Email or Telephone in case of question__________________________ 
Email Larry Myott at Larry.Myott@uvm.edu with any questions or call 802.285.6718 

 

http://www.lakecarmi.org/
http://www.lakecarmi.org/
mailto:Larry.Myott@uvm.edu


Franklin in Livinô Magazine 
 Franklin? Yes, itôs part of Vermont. Whatôs 

there? A beautiful lake, gently rolling farmland, and 

some wonderful people.  

 Lake Carmi, at three miles long and a mile wide, 

is the biggest thing in Franklin. Otherwise this is small 

town America; thereôs an independent telephone 

company, about ninety students at the award winning 

elementary school, and if the Memorial Day parade isnôt 

timed right the front and back can meet in the down-

townôs single block. Franklin is the sort of town that 

Howard Frank Mosherôs readers will recognize immed-

iately; stunningly beautiful, very much isolated, and 

populated with some of the nicest people youôll ever 

meet. 

 When you mention 

Franklin village, the terms 

conjure up something 

infinitely larger than 

reality. It has a picturesque 

town green dominated by 

white steeples and a [Civil 

War] soldiers monument. 

Down the street thereôs a 

general store, where the 

residents of some nearly 

300 camps regularly appear 

for provisions, and to visit 

our handsome community 

library.  

 The Haston, a brick and granite colonial Revival 

gem, celebrates its centennial this year [2007]. When it 

opened the building held the town clerkôs office, 

community library, historical society, and an office for 

the customs inspector. The latter has moved to Morses 

Line, but all else remains. Even the border. To say 

Franklin is on the border is no exaggeration, some early 

settlers may have missed Canada by just a few hundred 

feet. 

 This may be small town life at its best. A death 

in the family means your countertops will fill with hot 

dishes, homemade pies, and Priscillaôs fudge. 

 Major social events of the year are town 

meeting, the firemanôs BBQ, and an ice cream social. 

Franklin is the sort of place where neighboring hasnôt 

been lost, just ask the farmer whose neighbors came 

together to clean up the remnants of his machine shed 

just a day after it was destroyed by a freak storm. 

Community is important here, so much so that local 

residents built and operate an apartment complex for the 

elderly. It says something that the people of Franklin 

didnôt want those who spent their lives in town moving 

away just because taking care of a home had become too 

much.  

 Community spirit runs deeper than the roots of 

the maple trees that dot our hills and fence lines. 

 Sugaring is a busy time in Franklin and a sign of 

hope. By then, winterôs retreating and thereôs talk of 

folks returning from Florida. Those who donôt return in 

a timely manner may discover they were elected 

cemetery commissioner at town meeting. Yet service is 

welcomed in Franklin, countless residents willingly 

surrender their evenings to attend school, select or 

library board meetings. 

 Franklin has a distinct sense of the past, and not 

just because most of the housing stock has been around 

for more than a hundred years. The historical society 

maintains a log cabin brimming with country furniture 

and rural artifacts. Itôs amazing whatôs in that little 

building. Franklin people have been extremely generous 

over the years, but thatôs their nature.  

 If youôre looking for night life, I canôt 

recommend Franklin. If youôd like to rub elbows with 

some good people at the next chicken pie supper, weôd 

be glad to have you.  

                     --------------------------- 
Brian Rainville has spent the better part of his life in Franklin, 

he lives at Morses Line on the family farm, when he isnõt in 

Randolph, where he teaches at the high school. He is still very 

active in various aspects of life in Franklin.  This article 

appeared in Vermont Livinõ in 2007, it is reprinted here with 

permission of the magazine and the author. Thanks to Carol  

Lyman for the photo of the Franklin Telephone Company 

office. 
 

Tigger is Missing 
 Has anyone seen Tigger? He moved to 125 

Dewing Road in June, on July 13 he went out and hasnôt 

been seen since. Tigger 

was formerly employed as 

the St. Albans Town Cat, 

she recently retired to 

move to Lake Carmi with 

her family. She turned 13 

on July 4
th
. If you have 

seen Tigger, call Kathy 

Middlemiss at 285.6229 or cell at 802.752.0405.  
 

2011 Ice Out Contest 
 Again, itô a sure sign that winter will come, the 
LCCA Ice Out Contest was announced at the association 

annual meeting in July. President Dick Lang spoke of 

the great success of the contest and delivered tickets to 

members to sell.  Tickets are available now from Jim 

Pivirotto of Black Woods who serves as chair of the 

annual event.  

 Contest proceeds go to the water quality pro-

gram. This program will be overtaxed in the next few 

years if the weed control program comes into play, as 

anticipated by the board of directors. A weighted device 

is placed on the ice, in an undisclosed location, it is 



connected to an electric clock by rope. When the device 

drops through the ice, the clock is unplugged deter-

mining the exact time of the ñice out.ò  

 Maria Abernethy, left, presents the 2010 ice out 

winner with 

$800 in the 

above photo. 

Winner Dianne 

Dellanno was 

just six minutes 

off the actual 

time. Maria 

sold the 

winning ticket 

to her neighbor in Massachusetts. Maria and her 

husband Craig are Lake Carmi residents on the Patton 

shore, having recently bought the Tittemore camp. 

Craigôs parents are Lee and Sally Abernethy of Vicôs 

Crossing. 

 Contact Jim Pivirotto (285.6590) for tickets to 

sell to your visitors during the rest of the season and 

throughout the winter. Tickets only cost one dollar per 

guess, you can enter as many times as you like. Itôs a 

great fund raiser and you have fun too. He can also be 

reached by email at: blackwoodsvt@yahoo.com. 
 

Franklin Watershed Committee 
 See related article on page 4, ref. Carolyn Rhodes. 

Laura Killian, of UVM Extension, has provided 
the technical leadership for our Lake Carmi rain garden 
project, helping both parties determine the size, depth, 
soil improvements and plants best suited for the site.  
The work load was made significantly lighter with the 
help of Bert Maynard and the Franklin Telephone 
Company, who brought their backhoe and his expertise 
to excavate the sites. An excavator isƴΩǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ŦƻǊ 
an installation, but will be particularly helpful on these 
lakeshore sites that are extremely compacted. Other 
volunteer assistance came from the graduates and 
interns of the UVM Extension Master Gardener 
Program. 

 Volunteers and visitors at the event were 
provided a free BBQ lunch and ice cream cones, made 
possible through the generosity of .Ŝƴ ŀƴŘ WŜǊǊȅΩǎ LŎŜ 
Cream, The Franklin General Store, and Hannaford 
Supermarkets. Participants also receive a free copy of 
the detailed instructions contained within The Rain-
garden Manual and the The Shoreline Stabilization 
Handbook which have been provided by the Northwest 
Regional Planning Commission.   

The FWC enthusiastically supports this type of 
project because storm water runoff contributes to the 
phosphorus loading of the lake, fueling algae blooms 
and plant growth. A 2009 study titled, Examining 

Shorelines, Littorally, by Kellie Merrell, Eric A. Howe and 
Susan Warren, of the Department of Environmental 
Conservation, highlighted the significant value of 
lakeshore buffer zones that reduce runoff and improve 
water quality.  

It is worth noting that one acre of land receives 
approximately 27,154 gallons of water per inch of 
rainfall (Source: USGS).  In undeveloped areas like 
forests or fields, the rain water can permeate the soil, 
aided by the root structures of trees and other plants.  
The percolation of the rain water through the soil has 
many benefits:  it replenishes groundwater, provides 
water for plants, and filters sediment and pollutants 
that may be present in storm water runoff, before the 
runoff enters surface waters.  These benefits donΩt 
occur when rain falls on impervious surfaces such as 
roofs, roads, driveways, parking lots, and lawns.  A rain 
garden allows runoff to slowly filter into the ground, 
leaving nutrients behind to be utilized by the plants. It 
also reduces the potential for erosion which means less 
phosphorus laden soil entering the lake.  

Thank you Sam deWahl, you did a great job 
as an Americorps volunteer for 
the Franklin Watershed 
Committee. We have enjoyed 
working with you and graciously 
accept your talents. Your efforts 
and abilities were of great 
significance to Lake Carmi and the 
ŜƴǘƛǊŜ ǿŀǘŜǊǎƘŜŘΦ IƻǇŜŦǳƭƭȅ ȅƻǳΩƭƭ 
be back. Best of luck for success 
at McGill University this fall! 

----------------- 
The Franklin Watershed Committee (FWC) is a duly incorporated,  
IRS 501(c)(3) tax exempt, non-profit organization whose goal is to 
improve the healthful integrity of the Franklin Watershed and its 
principle body of water, Lake Carmi.  Article by Heidi Britch-Valenta. 
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